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which he facetiously replies. " You shall most undoubtedly
have the first daughter of my bond-maid, or of my cat."
After a little sham altercation, he promises his daughter,
and takes in the bride.
After this a fowl or sheep is sacrificed in the name of
the couple, and distributed in charity. Then having placed
the bride's and bridegroom's arms round each other's neck,
with their faces turned towards theQibla (temple of Mecca),
they cause them to make two sijdahs (prostrations). After
which the bride first washes the bridegroom7s feet in a mix-
ture of sundul and water, and then he her's.
That being done, the couple retire to their bed-room to
enjoy themselves as they think proper, disburdening them-
selves of all the fatigues of the preceding night; but that is
among the better ranks of society. The lower orders con-
sider the ceremony of the kunggun of such moment, that
they never think of consummating the rites of wedlock,
until this be performed; for which see the following
section.
SECT. 8. Concerning Kunggun Wholna, or untying the
Kunggun (Wedding Bracelets) from the wrists of the
Bride and Bridegroom.
On the third or fourth day after shubgmht it is custo-
mary to untie the kunggun. If the ceremony take place
on the former day, it is termed bhoora; if on the latter,
chowthee.
The kunggun consists of a few pearls, some grains of
unboiled rice, one or two flowers, and a quarter rupee piece
tied up in a bit of red cloth in the form of a bundle, and
fastened on by means of red thread to the right wrist of the
bride and bridegroom on the shubgwht night.
On the kunggun day, in order to fetch the bride and